
 

 

Artist and Poet for workshop delivery: Tender Document required 

Arts organisation arthur+martha CIC are seeking two tenders - one from 
an artist, one from an experimental poet - for a programme of heritage-
related workshops with homeless people in Manchester. Deadline for 
tenders: 18 December 2017. 

Brief 

We seek tenders from experimental poets and artists, whose work combines 
heritage, visuality and text, to facilitate homeless heritage and arts workshops 
for people who are homeless in Manchester. The workshops are part of A 
Quilt of Leaves project, collaboratively making an illuminated manuscript of 
art, writing and poetry, in homeless centres and heritage venues, so that 
homeless participants can engage in meaningful heritage activity, with 
opportunities to learn new skills and heritage-related interests. 

We are looking for an artist and a poet who can work in a collaborative 
manner, with experience of working with homeless people in Manchester, 
particularly those who have experienced trauma, addiction, mental and 
physical health issues. The applicants will be able to run participant-centred 
workshops that are sensitive, adaptable and responsive to the needs of 
vulnerable participants, as groups and individuals.  

Essential 

• The applicants will have a recognised socially-responsive arts 
practice as a professional experimental poet or artist, contributing to 
work and wider debate in the arts and health field, with expertise in 
the crossover between text and art.  

• The applicants will be multi-faceted, with collaboration at the heart 
of their practice. The artist will have graphic design skills, illustration 
experience and knowledge and good practice of colour. The poet 
will have knowledge of both formal and experimental poetics, with 
particular expertise in visual poetry. 

• Substantial experience of working collaboratively in workshops with 
homeless people, respecting their diversity and modes of 
expression. 

• A proven commitment to recognising the heritage of homelessness. 
The artist/poet needs to show evidence of working within this 
heritage area, using experimental writing/art strategies to produce 
artefacts, publications and exhibitions.  

• Established connections with the homeless community in Greater 
Manchester and be able to obtain references from reputed 
homeless support venues. 



 

 

• Must have self-employed status, current CRB/DBS check and 
Public Liability Insurance. 

  

Preferred  

• A knowledge of Medieval illuminated manuscripts, contemporary 
text art, visual poetry, and the work of William Blake. 

• Experience working with people who have difficulties with literacy, 
who have English as a second language, or other communication 
issues.  

Timescale and nature of work 

Feb 2019 to July 2020 

We are anticipating up to 37 days of workshop delivery per artist/poet. 

The artist and poet will devise a workshop programme, developing a scheme 
of work for participants. Workshop delivery days must include preparation 
time, 5 hours contact time and Workshop diary assessment of at least 300 
words required per workshop day. Workshop days must include liaison with 
venue staff before and after sessions to ensure safeguarding, health and 
safety, inclusion and for session feedback and to complete workshop 
evaluations. The artist and poet will also be required to attend a minimum of 5 
development and assessment meetings with arthur+martha and/or partners 
and continually liaise with the participant steering group. Input towards the 
final outcome of a book and associated exhibitions will be expected, in the 
form of draft interpretation and publicity materials and quotes from 
participants. 

Basic travel costs within Greater Manchester and cost of materials will be met.   

 

Tender requirements 

We will assess tender documents using the following criteria:. 

• A quotation of price. 

• Your artist/poet CV and statement. 

• A proposal of no more than 1500 words that clearly explains your 
working methods; in particular how you will encourage participation and 
meaningful engagement.  

• Up to 10 images/examples of recent work in a PDF format, or links to 



 

 

website where we can view your work. 

Please be concise and only send us information that is relevant to the 
opportunity on offer. Email your tender document (Titled TENDER) to: 

philipjohndavenport@hotmail.com  and 

arthur.martha@me.com 

 

Philip Davenport and Lois Blackburn, Co-Directors, arthur+martha CIC 

Deadline 5pm, 18 December 2018. 

 

Selection criteria 

We will select on the following criteria: 

• Quality of work (artistic and heritage) 30% 

• Relevant experience and reputation 30% 

• Price 30% 

• Reliability and ability to deliver 10% 

 

Shortlisted applicants will be contacted early Jan 2019. We cannot then 
engage in further discussion or correspondence. Interviews will take place in 
the week commencing 7 Jan 2019. 

 

 


